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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 

1 .3 12. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

2. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Caroline M. Fleming on 2/22/05. 

3. The application has been amended as follows: 
In the claims: 

i) Delete claims 9, 10, 12, 26, 27, 29, 43 and 44. 

ii) Replace claim 1: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A computer implemented scheduling 
method comprising the steps of: 

based on scheduling states, defining a set of static schedules for an 
application program, each static schedule including an assignment of tasks 
in the application program to processors, each scheduling state including 
dynamically changing application variables; 
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during run time, learning a cost of a set of static schedules based 
on performance of the application program; 

maintaining a task execution cost for each task in the application 
program for each scheduling state; and 

designating a static schedule with a lowest cost as an optimal 
schedule for a scheduling state, an optimal static schedule associated with 
a new scheduling state is computed using stored task execution costs, the 
cost of a schedule is updated using stored task execution costs with recent 
schedule execution costs having more importance. 

iii) Replace claim 4: 

4. (Currently Amended) A scheduling method as claimed in Claim 1 
further comprising: 

storing a set of all possible schedules associated with each 
scheduling state; and 

upon a change of state, selecting the optimal schedule associated 
with the scheduling state. 

iv) Claim 11: 

Line 1, replace "claim 10", ~ claim 1 --; 



v) Replace claim 18: 
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18. (Currently Amended) A scheduling system for scheduling 
application programs stored in a computer comprising: 

a set of static schedules for an application program, the static 
schedules based on scheduling states, each static schedule including an 
assignment of tasks in the application program to processors, each 
scheduling state including dynamically changing application variables; 

a task execution table which stores a task execution cost for each 
task in the application program for each scheduling state; and 

a schedule analyzer which: 

during run time, learns a cost of the set of static schedules based on 
performance of the application program; 

computes an optimal static schedule associated with a new 
scheduling state using stored task execution costs; 

updates the cost of a schedule using a sliding window by 
discounting older execution results at an expense of more recent execution 
results; and 

designates a static schedule with a lowest cost as an optimal 
schedule for a scheduling state. 



vi) Claim 28: 

Line 1, replace "claim 27", - 



- claim 18 — ; 
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vii) Replace claim 35: 

35. (Currently Amended) A scheduling system for scheduling 
application programs stored in a computer comprising: 

a set of static schedules for an application program, the static 
schedules based on scheduling states, each static schedule including an 
assignment of tasks to processors, each scheduling state including 
dynamically changing application variables; 

a task execution table which stores a task execution cost for each 
task in the application program for each scheduling state; 

means for learning which during run time, learns a cost of a set of 
static schedules based on performance of the application program; and 

means for selecting which designates a static schedule with a 
lowest cost as an optimal schedule for a scheduling state, an optimal static 
schedule associated with a new scheduling state is computed using stored 
task execution costs, the cost of a schedule is updated using stored task 
execution costs with recent schedule execution costs having more 
importance. 

viii) Replace claim 36: 

36. (Currently Amended) A scheduling system as claimed in Claim 35 
wherein the means for learning learns the cost of a set of static schedules 
each time there is a change in scheduling state. 
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ix) Claim 45: 

Line 1, replace "claim 44", -- claim 35 --; 

x) Claim 46: 

Line 1, replace "claim 44", -- claim 35 --; 

xi) Replace claim 52: 

52. (Currently Amended) A computer system comprising: 

a central processing unit connected to a memory system by a 
system bus; 

an 1/0 system, connected to the system bus by a bus interface; and 

a scheduling system routine located in the memory system which: 
based on scheduling states, defines a set of static schedules for an 
application program, each static schedule including an assignment of tasks 
in the application program to processors, each scheduling state including 
dynamically changing application variables; 

a task execution table which stores a task execution cost for each 
task in the application program for each scheduling state; 

during run time, learns a cost of a set of static schedules based on 
performance of the application program; and 
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designates a static schedule with a lowest cost as an optimal 
schedule for a scheduling state, an optimal static schedule associated with 
a new scheduling state is computed using stored task execution costs, the 
cost of a schedule is updated using stored task execution costs with recent 
schedule execution costs having more importance. 

xii) Replace claim 53: 

53. (Currently Amended) A computer program product for system 
scheduling, the computer program product comprising a computer usable 
medium having computer readable program code thereon to be executed 
by a computer, including program code which: 

based on scheduling states, defines a set of static schedules for an 
application program, each static schedule including an assignment of tasks 
in the application program to processors, each scheduling state including 
dynamically changing application variables; 

a task execution table which stores a task execution cost for each 
task in the application program for each scheduling state; 

during run time, learns a cost of a set of static schedules based on 
performance of the application program; and 

designates a static schedule with a lowest cost as an optimal 
schedule for a scheduling state, an optimal static schedule associated with 
a new scheduling state is computed using stored task execution costs, the 
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cost of a schedule is updated using stored task execution costs with recent 



schedule execution costs having more importance. 



4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lilian Vo whose telephone number is 571-272-3774. The 



supervisor, Meng-Ai An can be reached on 571-272-3756. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday, 7:30am - 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
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